Review of \u3cem\u3eThe Nutcracker Comes to America: How Three Ballet-loving Brothers Created a Holiday Tradition\u3c/em\u3e by Chris Barton & Cathy Gendron by Manthei, Christiana O.
Cedarville University 
DigitalCommons@Cedarville 
Library Intern Book Reviews Centennial Library 
2017 
Review of The Nutcracker Comes to America: How Three Ballet-
loving Brothers Created a Holiday Tradition by Chris Barton & 
Cathy Gendron 
Christiana O. Manthei 
Cedarville University, cmanthei@cedarville.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/intern_book_reviews 
 Part of the Library and Information Science Commons, Modern Literature Commons, and the Theatre 
History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Manthei, Christiana O., "Review of The Nutcracker Comes to America: How Three Ballet-loving Brothers 
Created a Holiday Tradition by Chris Barton & Cathy Gendron" (2017). Library Intern Book Reviews. 180. 
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/intern_book_reviews/180 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by 
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial 
Library. It has been accepted for inclusion in Library 
Intern Book Reviews by an authorized administrator of 
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@cedarville.edu. 
The Nutcracker Comes to America  
Barton, Chris 
Illustrated by Cathy Gendron  
Minneapolis: Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., 2015 
9781467721516 
The three Christiansen brothers, Harold, William, and Lew grew up dancing and eventually fell 
in love with ballet. They all went out on their own performing and choreographing adventures, 
sometimes with one other brother and sometimes alone. While teaching dance in Portland, 
Oregon, William uncovered The Nutcracker and decided to have his students perform parts of it. 
During the Second World War, William and Harold planned a Christmas ballet showing of the 
whole Nutcracker performance; it was a hit, but it did not become a Christmas tradition until 
years later. This true story describes how long and challenging success can be and also how 
much of an impact doing one’s passion well can have on the world. The illustrations generally 
capture the essence of the story and ballet, but they could have aligned better with the text in 
some places. Recommended 
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